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, THE TRENTON CENTENNIAL,

How the Anniversary of the Battle
Was Celebrated.

A GRAND SHAM FIGHT.

Crossing of the Delaware and the
Attack on the Town.

EXCITING AND PICTURESQUE SCENES.

The Heroes of the Day Enter-
tained by the Citizens.

A GLIMPSE INTO TIHE PAST.

How the Battle Was Fought
in 1776.

Tamstox, Dec. 26, 1876
The Centennial celebration of the crossing of the
Delaware by General Washington and the battle of
Trenton came off to-day quite successfully. The pro-

Er , which luded a sham battle, was carried out
with dable pr and y . and the
le of T are puturally much elated over the

;unu of last night and to-duy.
THE CROSSING,

Sixteon gallons of whiskey hnd preceded the noble
army of Washiongton te Tayloreville, or Woshingion's
Crossing. This was the number genorally stated, but
it may bave been more or lesa. 1L was aboal half-past
one this morning whon the company arrived at
McConkey's Ferry, belng all pretty well exhausted by
their march from Trenton over the slippery, snow-
bound rond. They stopped a1 Wollery's wheelwright
shop, and atter having thoroughly rofreshod their
weary bodles they crogsed over the bridge, thence to
grosg back over the river in the best style of Washing-
ton and to march on to Trenton. A few had lagged be-
hind, howaver, at tho lon and were sull before the
buge stove laking gentle libations such as Washingion
and his host probably never droamed of.

*“Do you Lhink Washington had as good whiskoy as
Mls?"" one of the men agked, smacking his lips

#Much bottor," the other gesponded, “*wo don't be-
gin to drink as good siuff now ns thoy used 1o0."

But now the Orderly Sergeant burst in upon the lag-
ging rear guard round the slove. “‘Boys, they're hall
& mile ahead of you—you've had enough—come along, "

and with that he hurried them out of the cosey, cheer- |

fal warmth of the dirty, but to them so gladsome, inn
luto the grim, sleety, whirling, snowy, dark night
After a balt of a low hours in the village of Taylors.
ville Company B, of the Exton Guardsy were called to-
gether by tho assombly beaten on two drums by Drum
Major Jacob Hoose and a worthy aid whose namo his-
tory fails to record, and with the gallamt Caplain
Lovell at their head marched out with fGying fing nnd
two beating drums 1o emulate the devotion and fortitude

jwhich a hundred years ago won for Washinglon and his

ragged army Immortality, This much aboul the re-
veille which tboe two drummers beat, they must havo
awakened every sleoper within a rading of five milea
Had Whashington's drommers made ooly half
the noige they  would  cerwaloly  never
Hesslans, One of these
drummers was a romarkable fellow. He said he had
seventeen modals, and hls present ambition was to
make Lthe best drums in the world and to farnish them
at & reasopable price to the Stute milltin of
Jersey! The men were somewbat tired with
their fm march from Trenton through & driz-
ziing storm and over frozen roads, but they plucked
up courage and bravely shouldered their muskess, and
moved down %o tho river's edge, The night was dark,
cloudy and intensaly cold. A light fall of snow drizzied
into the men’s faces and impoded thelr progress, The
original idea was to cross In boats and Imilate as nearly
as possible Washington’s achievement, bul tbhis was
found to be Mmpossible, as the Tiver was frmiy Trozen
over from bank to bunk, There was nothing for it but
to pass over afoot, and this was courageoualy under-
takou amid the envonraging cbheers of the jubabitanig
ol Taylorsville and its vicinity, who chose, however,
the more prosaic passage by Lhe bridge themselyes. A
deacendant of Muirhead, who bad acled as General
Washington's guide had arranged to act as guide on
tho presont occaston; but eithier bo thooght the night
too cold or lound his bed loo plumnhk o leave; ho
failed to put ln an appearance in Uime to tmitate the

achievement and renew the service of bis forefather,
" In this dark hour of bis country’s need there appearod

on the sceno n saviour in the adusky person of Henry
Hill, colored—na gentleman who was feclingly de-

scribod by some  who  know  him  ns ‘a
pretty  tall  specimen of a  darky, but who
carries in his  breast the soul ol a hera”

Ttk devored cbild of Afmca, sarming h:msell with an
axe, went lorth and nded the lco in order to dis-
vover a sale passage fot 0 numerous a hody of men os
Jompany B, of the Exton Guurds, and by usiog due
diligence succeeded In describing a #ig-zag course
which might be followed with saety. Heturning o
e shore, lie announced the good news to tho waitin
heroes, and, casting down  his  axe, tool
up o lamp and leu the wiy
the frozen river, lollowed by two valianl voluntoers,
ni=o supplied with lampa,  Capuun Lovett bud bis men
Jut themselves in mingie tle, and, ielling Jucob Boosa
o Etrike up his most martial poles, ordered the od-
vanee. Then as n flock of geese that rise from the
funx and wing their way (o serpensine file, did Com-
pany B, of the Exton Guards, leayu behind them the
friondly shores of [Pennsylvania and  venturs
on  the epow eovered  river, wilh tambours
baftant and flag unlurled, amid the cheers of assem-
bled rusties,  The dark, sinuous line moved across the
white feld, and it wonld vot bave been difficult to
imagine that Company B, of the Exton Goards, werothe
ghosts of the Continental beroes come back to revisit Lhe
scene of their formor glory. The waviug ol the Inmpa
by the puldes ana the siow moving of the dark, stloat
Iine was peculiarly ghosthike, and it woas with some-
thiog hike rolief thal coo saw Lhem arrive i the Jer-
soy shore, and lell satisfiod that they were things of
flosh und blood. The patriotic citizens who bad been
walching for this event in the warm atmosphere
of Nelsou's bar went jorth into the el mght
and gave the arriving heroes a helping band
to once more rench ferra firm,  Then there was a
shors bait, and Company B, of the Exton Guard, having
refrestiod the inuer mian with some decovtion of rye, sot
outon their notable enterprise of capturing Trenton
from sho hated Hessinus,
TIIE MANCH TO TRENTON,

Oh, what & weary murch it was over the siippery
road, which seemed half (ce, ball snow! Yo shndes of
Washington, forgive the amount of swearing that wis
dune by the men ag they lost their foothold and came
peur plamping down upon (e pond.  But patriobism
u them oo, and ou Lhey went throogh the dariving
pnow, the whirling sieet and the faying wind with a
dead eurnosiness, which, however, wis over and anon
wterrupted by forced merriment,  In sooth, nabody
could be Jolly tu such a night, particularly aiter bav-
fug taken un eight-mile march a lew hours belore. At
Yurdlyevilie, which was milway boswoon Taylorsville
and Tronton, o lew of the heroes gave oul, and reaign.
ing ihe g‘or_t of the march to A comforiable
bed they turaed tn and snored away hnpmly oot they
ook the morning train to Trenton.  For the honor ol
Trontun It may he sald that only threo or tour of (he
Extow or Urseker Bakers' Guoard thus jefl their com.
rades and the spirit of the Rovolution that hovered wyer
thom i the lureh, ot surety even Washingion's joy
whan ho had caplured Treaton was not grester than wos
thit of these hall-(rozsn won as they foally lapded in
Trenton in conventont prox/mity to a blazing fire and
& liot cup ol oeffer. Oh, how their stffened lmbs did
relnx und how ther bearts opencd under these zrateinl
inflaences, and now they were ready and eager for the
frny whan, by about nine e'clock, the exbaustin
fatigue ol thia mile night had worn off.

THE ATTACK,

A tittle before the hour nppointed for the beginning
of the attack the Y OFg lett
their headquarters and directed thelr march 1o the

Ints whore they wern ordered to take up position,

bo tollowing 18 a st of the various organizations
wlhiich took part in the sham battle:—
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Plan of Washington’s Advance and the Operations of Both Armies, Commencing December 25,

BATTLE

OF TRENTON.

1776, and Ending

January 3, 1777.
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Artillery—Capinin C. Vansyekell

The reprosestation ol the prominent personiges of
the original battle was distributod as follows:—Genao-
ral Trens, 1o represent Genernl Washington; General
E. L Campbell, to reprosenst Geweral Greene; Cap-
tain [, 2, Jounsgon, to represent General Mercer; Mr,
Martin Keegan, to represont General Sullivan; Cap-
tain lsape Itonnaer, to represont Genernl Morgan; Col.
onel W. P. Wilson, to reprekont Genernl Lord Sterling;
Captatn E. C. ®iahl, to represent General Knox; and
Capiain  Youmans, to resrssont the Hossian com-
mnnder Colonei Rahl; and Captain 1, Wilkes, the Hessian
colonel Schafler, tieneral Washmgton Trepx estab.
lished lns beadquarters near the Penmington ['ike,
whieh was orcupied by the General Groene Camphell’s
division, while tne Second divisien ooder General
Sullivan rendezvoused ou the River road,

THE PINST S10T,

Abont half past njue A. M. General Mercer's brigade,
which oveupled the right of Greenc's division, camo
Ilato collision with the north ouipost of the Hesslan
troops, which was posted on the Pennicgton Mike,
some quarter of nmile (rom the juncuion of Greete
nnd Warren streeis. The outpost rotired 1 good ordor
halting snd fring on the advancing Continental
coluuit. Genoral Mercer's brigade pushied tno rebiring
enemy vigorously, and Geoeral Washington Treux or-
dered Governl Sulrhing’s Lrigade to move forward ns
their support, This was done lu a very spicited, als
muost reckless, manner, the brignde marching in column
of division, with bayonets fixed,

COOL FIGHTRERN,

One regiment, the Tronton Guards, resolved to din
musically, nod actually marched 1o the attack with
tieir band of mosie at their bedd.  The mu-
slrians  behaved wpobly. Not o powe was  lost
tirough the rapid roll of the musketry fre that
told that the engagement was gettlng warm.
Although Mereor pushed his attnek warmiy, the ad-
vance ol hig column was momentartly checked hy the
stpbborn resistince of the Hessjnn picket at the heuad
of Grevie aud Warren strects,  The dre of the Conti-
nentais, huwever, proved too heavy and, the Hessiin
plekes beat o hasty retreat into Warren street just na
Coionel Knox's battery of Continontul artillery ap-
peared npon the socne and unlimbered at the junction
of Warron and Greone.

TARING TO THERINL HEKLS.

The n pmmwnl’thi-gmu Lind the effcct ol expe-
diting the deparure of the Héssian pieket, who pro-
dently took to therr heels at the double quick and did
not (nink of kalting until they ha® placed the eanal
bridge hetweon thewselves and their pursuers  Hepe,
however, they halted and opened fire on the artillery
men and the Coutineotul ecompany which advanced 1o
support the battery,

i bhie meantime the fight in Greens street had de.
come warm. A strong body of Hesslana had ad.
vanced fiom the contre of the town with the titention
ol eaptaring the Continentad battery, but in this at.
tempt 1hey wore defonted by a epirited charge of Gen.
ernl Greene's column.

NEARLY A4 YiOTIN,

With o sublime indiflerence to the fate of his own
friends, Colotnel Knox Stalil ordered bis buttery to tire
Into the rear of the advapelog Continental eolumn, and
cume Yery near falling u vietim 1o s nuthinkiog valor.
The wrultery meuw, pot cariog to sacrifice whole
[unlnou ot £ I# 1o the of hitung a low
{easiana, slackened their fre, when the gollani
Caotutiel rede up, and 1o words that muost be written
im viank, ordered them to continge the fire, without
first taking the precuntion of getung ont ol the way,
He was struck on the head by & wald, and had his hat
knocked oll, aud several drops of kis preciows bilood
shed.  Fortunately, the gallant Colonel suffervd no #o-
rinus damage, and wax able to continue hie intelligent
direction of the artitlery. The charge of the Uotislnon-
tals Dbad the offect of driving the mnia body
of the Hesstuns in Greene sircet beyond iho
the canal bridge, Ilere they halted and oponed such a
heavy fire on the advancing column that its advauee
wia lempnmil{ ohotked.  An eflort ol the Hesslung
1o regain ther lost {;anml was defeated the splon-
did conduct o! the Continental eolumn.  The divisjons
advanoed and fired in snoerrsion, wheeling o the right
and leit 1o allow the rear companies o daliver their fire,

WASHIKGTON OX THR SCNNK

Goneral Washington, sesing the Importance of enar-
rying the canal bridge, took position behind the guns
and sent word to General Mercer to chiarge and push
the enemy at all haxards,

A DECISIVE CHARGR

While this fghting was going on in Groono sireot

the Washington Muoneer Corps, whieh might be moro

Exton Guard: pany piain J. Farrell; np'pmdprumy called the “Hagged reglment,’” mado a
Gompany B, Captain J 1. Vaa Horn; Company O, | splendid charge and drove the Heisans from the
Houry (VHaru; G ny 1, Captain A. 8. Lovett; | anal Ubridge, thud torming  the flank  of the
Company G, Uaptain Josatban Coxow; Company H, | detend of Greens stroct. A simultaveons forward
Captain David Hans; Compasy I, Capain Alp a, t by Hterling's brigude wan handeomely

Hiit; Company K, Unptain Willinm Doran, w
Woshington Proneer Corps, Capiain (3, A, Millstie;
Princoton Continental Guards, Captmin A, L. Green;
Trenton Guards, Capuain W, H. THibes,
Artillory Corpe—Captain Stall, Doatenant ¥. Lan-

dolt.
; Cavalry—Company B, N.G B N.J., Caplain E. 8 Me-
Ivnine.

Hesslan Troo eventh regimont ufantry N.G.8,
N.J. —Compmoy A, Uapiloin Thomas 5, Stewens; Com-
i 11, Caploin &, S Youwmnne; Company U, Cagiain
l_'., \g Kitchen ; Gompany D, Capain Michaol Rurloy

Compauy ¥, Captaiu Johin J. Willis; Compeuy G, Cap- | State street.  Look oul you don's got sues,” 150 pos |

ehiveken by acharge of the Hessians.  Bul Greooe's
enlmn proved too much 1o the end, and the Hessiuns
bear a welliiimed petrent down Parry streer, where
they made a juwetion with Colonel Rahil's  regi-
mont In Groene sireot.  General Suoilivan’s division
i the meantime drove in the Hessino piekots (rom
Frout street, and notwlthaianding a vigoroas resise-
anee compellod thom to retire to Stale streel,
MOVE 0N,

One of the most langhabio features of the battle was
the general supervision by the stalwart poliveman over
the two contending boate, as, for metance, hers on

.

7

liceman would cry, flourishing his club and keep-
lug away the arching ns well as maniainiog
a reapectable distanco between the two hosts. Some-
times the programme woald be interrupted and twa
opposing brizades would be pushed mto cach oiher's
rua:ka when the policeman would appear, extricate
the Hesslun from (he Continental nnd wice versa, and
put them both on their pina o0 that they could shoot
ut each other In an orderly and comfortable manner.
Alug! the sham shooting was not all sham, for here in
State street, Alfapso Hill, eapiain of Company 1, of
the First regimont o! the Exton Cracker Haker
Guard, who is a fat butcher, burned his eyo by the too
closa explosion ol his cap, and two of three othor mis.
hinps oceurred, but ‘noue of them were of n sorious

nature, O course a shght bura Jike this 18 not of
much nocount, particularly i the 2treet boys, nnd also
ils at a

some of the giris, keep rmnmgh down snow
lively rate, and all directed with untatling aim at the
woundod eye. A distingoished offfoer was smid 1o kave
acinally falien trom hLie horse, but as the war corro-
spondent  did  not witness the sccident  himwself
the report may have boen merely mabweiovs, In War.
ren sireel there was a diversion from the sham bat-
tle—there wae a ronl one between two patrioks full of
Centennial whiskey, who punched and mauied each
other in the most artiatie style 1o the infioite delight
of tho litsle ragamnlns on tho street. It was gepor-
ally voncedsd by all those who witnessed thia not en-
tirely unblondy affray—both contestanis had bloody
goshes on their beautifully decorated fnces—ihat thim
Hittle gonuine encounter was a weleome reliof from the
monotonous sham fichiting oll over the town,
CLOSE wWouk, Y

Rahl and Sepafer retreated from Greene, down Han-
over and into State stroet, with the ovieent (ntention
of puaining the open country. uring the retreat
through Hanover street Colonel Rabl tell mortally
wonnded amd was carvied foto the Quaker church,
Colonel Schaffer then ok command, On the ar-
rival of the Hessian  column  wear the npew
Posy Office, in State streot, Colonel Schaffer’s force
wis met by General Stovenn's brigade, blockng his
retreat, while General Suilivan’s division hemmed
him tnon the side o the town, Further reslstance
being useless, ho surrendered his sword to General
Sterling, ang the shum battie carae to an end,
THE FARADE.

After the battie the whole force engaged participated
In n grand parade through the town, which was highly
#sunocessinl, The several genecrals, with their sial
rode proudly abead of tholr columns alter the splendal
vietories they bad achieved, but even the Hessinns did
not mareh abashed, and recolved a welvomo oi cheors
from the multitude that lined the sireets.  An
equipage 1 the parade contained soveral of the pro-
moters of the sham battle, chitel amung whom were
Mr, Extou, after whom the Exton Guarids are named,
a little abirpy Englishiman.  In hiz erscker bakery the
firgs gorm of the grand idea of the sham battle orip.
nated, nnd it was carried out by means of A popular
subseription, to whien b eontributod Nberally, Toe
whale expense of tho revival of Washitgion and his
vistory 18 about  $2,000—including broken hoads,
burned eyes and all,

BUAITH AXD SUENES DURING THE BATTLH,

The =ights and scenss tn Trouton during the progress

of the shan battle were really unique.  The prineipal

In tront of the Opera Houase the I T
General Sullivan mode their lust stand, and the engage.
ment hecams excitog.  Tho heads of the two columnps
firing powit blank into each other tor some time, when
Gienernl 51, Chir ordered his column to charge wiib the
bayonot,and the opposing lorces acinally met o con-
iliet, and steel clashied against stecl,

A GESKEAL IN DANGER.

General 56 Clatr hadd hefw a very narrow escape, as
hin borse, maddened hy the closs discharge of the tre-
arms, reared up and came rer’v near throwiog the
tGzeneral on tho bayonets of the Hossinns He fortue
nately escaped, and the soldiers, exeited by the immi-
nent d af theie nder, made guch a de-
eratye chinrge that the Hessians though 1t prodent to
eurrender, o

DOWX OX THE HERSIANS,

In tront of the Opera Hoose in Greene sireot, where
the first troop of Hessiaps, Company D, eommanded
by Mictael Herney, sorrendersd to the Contiaentals
the biggost erowd of all had assembiml.  Boys rum:nnli
on the top of lamp posls, and the jum on Lhe sidewalk
was such Lhat passoge was nest Lo ipossible. Sucha
crush always affords opperinnily for some *fun,’’ a4
for Instanes sgoeezipg ball o dozen old ladies o a
ught jam of abou: a doxen men, and then squeezing
this cruwi between some (wenty ochers, so that the
lnngtricable paniing mass of  humanity swaya to
and fro in helpless impotence,  ThHie  manmouvroe
wal frequontly executed with signal delal.  General
Morgan, who galloped to and fro, exprogsed n very
nntoral desirs lor somo inger Lo coul his patriotic ardor,
but A& ol own lager beer saloon was teo 1ar away this
desire was destined to remain nnsatisfled,

SWhy, how long will thos thing lasi # eried one of
the squoczed crowd lmpatiently,  “t won't take yon
over n doy oF two—will jLf'

Tha Hestinn troops who were faeing the Continentais
wore nalurally the subject of populsr reseutment,
Que eltigen rashied at one of the Hoesslans with » IIIF
hoavy umbrels, asd crossing it with the IHossian's
bayonet cried, ), you dammued Hesssian, 11l rout
you oul ol the conniry ; gel oul lrom herel"

The HNessian ¢id wor fHineh belore this sangnioary
asvault,.  He stood his ground nobly, parried tho
thrust from the nmbrelia, and a doel cuaved in which
the bayouet conquered and the patriotie ambrelis-
aarrier hnd to retreat, leaving his urnbreils behind. It
\;n- pleked up atid great laughter and banded back Lo

im,

Toe Rminu:l after they had surreandered, belaved
in a very au-prisoper-like style, They Kopt thetr arms
and leisurely mingled with toe Continentale. At lant a
policeman was ordered to plice the prisoners in the
rear, whicth he 4id after several had obtamed thelr
several chows of tobaceo from Lhe vietors

“How in it you still keep yoar arms?" the corre-
spondent asked

“0h, we gave them up,'’ was the prompt reply ; **bat
they woro gonerous enough to give theom back to us.™

The German captain of the Hesminns was Michael
Herney, who spoke German with tno truo Limerick
accont 1 am an Irikk kKind of a German, " sald he.

YWell, how do you take your defont '’

Ho langhnd, ““Oh, we'll dio oasy,'" ho rephod,

Then the victora wero sought. “How do you fosl
over your vietory ¢'° they wore nskad.

“Oh, we aro going fo eat up these fellows,'* mald the
Conunental loader, “waé bave had them for lnacheon,
III}:I ;l aro going to make a regalar moal of them by
an "

At {hll jonctares one of the Continentals who Lud
nlso ghightly burted his eye by powder issued from the
drug store,

“Mow muoeh penrlon are they going to give him "
askotl one of his comrnder jocosely, and iho wounded
man himself chimed (n by asking irontoslly :—**Hive
yon gos the ambulanee wagon ready ™' at which bot

q 8 and d hurst invo o gullaw,

THE KURBENDER,

#IT state, Warren, Greone—wersifestovned with
flags, and the pietureseness of 1he Strests was en-
hanced through the peeps of gorgeons and heavy
lsden  Cbhrisvmas trors which eould be  obtained
through the windows. But what odd sights. Hera
wus artiliery draggod along on coul and wood curis;
here werns horacs runmng away  with  sioghi,
to which they wero hitched, being  frightoned
Ly the boom ol the guns; thers wns 4 man pushing
and fighting bis way bhrough the thickest part of
tho surging erowd with a baby ploft in Lis arm; there
were the bevies of protly, rosy girls, like so many
bouguets of bving dowers, flling every window,
youder  that  buriy  buteber, recking with  the
odurs  of the Dbutcher sbop, dressed up  in
general’s unitorm, gultoping 1o aund fro; the troops
marching, the ragamufling cheering, the drommers
beating their bauds sore, and the most rollheking
wirth abroad evorywbore through the dense smoke
thiat ross  from the batte—atrests—all this formed o
quaint aud striking gpectacke.  Young Trenton was out
o allus glory, There was the Washington Pionver
Corpie, . body of ragged youths, whose patriotism
shiong through their smoury (aces, grimy clothes, torn
baws and gaping boots; one wore o White stovepijpe,

the pext the tag end of an old sealskin cap,
the third a low  black felt  cap, the fourth
n  broad  brimmed  Gresley  hat, ine  Nifth

a rusty, batbered Progsian belmet; byt no woalth of
description eould give un ddes of the variegated and
presuresqne rageeduess of this juveailo corps. Then
there was another body of young rag buys, Pelor-
mann's Juvenile Band, who, from thelr motley appear-
ance, wore nol unlike s band of yeung gypsies sirag-
ﬁh“ throtugh a Hungorman or Bobemian  villege
ow lese lLoys did enjoy the luu; there was
nothing hko . How  they  asdmired el
envied the generals pratcing along on  their noblo
chargers, tho noble General Morgan, ol the heavy ronud
fuce and Ulack miustache, who keops a lnger beer
paloon In the nelighborbood (and Bis beer 18 £aid 1o be
very good, indeed); the dark faced, low browed, heavy
Jaweil Genera!l ﬁtllliun‘ in whom bat low ol ik videst
acquainiapdos would nave recognized plain old Mariin
Keegnu, trom whoin they buy thoir coal; Geoeral
Greene, who oame galloping along, s bead enveloped
in o hazy niist of a hage white wig, General 81 Clalr
whose wont prommipent feature was a huge tooth; an
lunat, but not least, Gofloral Washington, who = an old
soldlor and whose short stumpy figure and thick sot,
round head and dark, full, stubbly beard, os well an

ors Mills and Briest, Captain Dan. Bechtel and Colonal

stahl, Peterman’s Band was stationad on the galiery,
where it discoursed ehoicr pationnl ars. Mr. Exton,
v a fow remarks, ued  the  provecdings,
and  lutrodueed  Genoral  Ruosling, who  resd
the frst eall on  New Jersey for Continental
troops, 18 recommended the raising of two batinlions

of erght companies each, AMy-elght privates 1o a com- |
pun{. Each private was to get £6 per calendar month
for brs servicos, and nstead of a boupty o was to get
a lelt hat, a pair of stockingg and n pair of shoes
Each soldier shouid (urnigh his own arms.

The Chajrman then introduced the orator of the duy, |
Judge Jumes Buchanan, He opened his address by |
quolingi—

We are living. wa aro dwelling
Tu n grawd and awipl time
Ta mn age on eyes telllng
To e Hving Is eublime,

The worde pt the poet have crystallized joto history.
We stand to-day apon the threshold of the second
ceutury of our national existence,  Forty milhions of
Peopru within the borders of this wide domain hnve
i lately, whih booming canuon, with wavieg bunners
anil loud hinysahs, usbered in the Contennial birthday
of vur uation,  That day found us a pation of free men,
proving o the world that mn may govern themselves
without tho ald ol Kingly prerogative or imperial power,
It found ug at peace with our sister notions, and
with the embers of the eivil strife which had con-
vulsed our land snd 80 noarly snapped nsunder the
bonds of aur Unlon slowly and gurely dying out. Iy
tound ne i pation with schoolhouses dotting all our
landseapes, with magnificent temples  of  learnin
thronged with eager sookers after knowledge, and wil
the spires of the temples of the ever living God poiat-
fog toward Boaven (romn each willags apd hamles of
this browa land. It fonnd us with wast libraries 1o
which are stored 1he wonlth of miod und the clioicest |
produet of thought of the presant with all the ao- |
cumnlated treasnres of the past, I found ug with
prowt foundries and shopa and foctories, whermin moy
e shaped and fashioned inte ferms ol uso or bosaty
every article which tha wanis of man muy require or
his lsurivus tastes demand, 14 found us with o vast
domualn ol leriile soil, wrestea from neture’s wildor-
pess aod crowded with waving flelds of golden grain,
It found ws with mines of inexbaustible wineral wenith,
awalbing only the eoming of benin and muscle Lo wmid 10
thin richens of the oarth. 1t found us with great eities,
butht, as 1t were, tn g day, with palatial restdonces, with
epacious marts (llod with costly merebandise, with
templeg stored with the cholcest produetlons of (he
poister’s art and the souiplor's skill,

Tne battle of Trenton war then skotehed
by the Judge. In conclusion, he waldi—<hall this Ro-
public endure ¥ With you aod eaghi of you and with
each eltigon of this Hepublie the spswer rests, ag wo
anud thoss who come atter us do justly, cuact righteoas
Iaws and alect the efflcors of Sage with an honest re-
garil for the highest mierests of all, enlighten the
masses, seoure 1o the wonkest members of the Com-
monwealtn  the  und sturbed  enjoyment o1 ail
lus Fights, #eo to 14 that Lhe (roe oxpression of the pop-
wlar will be pot “set asde at the ecomwmand ol
party manngers Lo perve party purposcs, as we
emulate the virtues of the beroe pasi and imitato 1he
glorioun examiples of parriotism with which the pages
of our country’s history are so thiekly windded. =o
ouly may wo hope that ehis fabrie whieh our tathers
rearod with ko muny yoars of weary toil and eemented |
with thair bloed shall stand amid tie slorme of Lime
and sarvive the wreeks ol sgos,

Heveral relies of the battle of Trenton wero exhib-
Ited on tho stage.  Alter the people viewed them Lho
proceed logs terminated with the singlog of “*America,"”
tollowed by the **Doxology. " .

INUIDRNTS, ACCIDENTS, &,

A young man named Alptonso Hill was siruck with
a bayonot over the eye. Anoiher man rocoived a
charge of powder in iy leoe. ® Charlos Lowis, of No.
20 Norih Foriy-iourth streer, haindeiphbin, haa a
5914 wateh and ehain tagen (rom him by a prekpocket
uring the rush to the eelebration. A Hristal (Pa)
;nllﬂou keoper lost a pockelbook containiug nbout

the general oudlioe of whosa fave, strongly inded
one uf the here ol the last war, by some consilered
our | Washington, General Grant, As they gnl-
loped W an lro, these herves of » glorious past, re.
rison in tbeir old lamiliar garb and pageantiry, overy
eye was turned upon thent. How the dead heroes
wounld bave laugned couid ey have soen thomselvos
mimicked thas cieveriy & hundred yoars hence !
THE COLLATION.

In Washington sl e boneteous collution, consist-
ing of ham and best sandwiches, coffer, cheese and
apoles, wis kupplied (o the troops on both sides.  The
¥ g military, the Pr G al Gunrds
and Company K, ¥irst rogiment, X, ., Pa., wore con-
aucied to n separate apariment irom {he rest of tho
troops, where (hey wore regaled,  Colonel Stanbl intro.
du~vd Miss Harah Smath Swlford, geanddaoghter of a
Revolutionney horo, Liontennat Stafford, of the Hon
Homme Itichard. =he ia seventy-four years of ugo.
Thren chieers and a tiger wore given for har,  She tonk
a weat al tho bead of the table after asknowledging the
compliienl. A good time was spons and much jolli
feation ensued,

THE CIVIC CRLENRATION,

AL half-past two o'clock the givie celebration eam.
moenced im Taylor Hall, whoch was abount half Glled,
Mr. Adam Exton presided.  On the stage were General
Hushng, Colonel J. IL Freese, tieneral Truex (Geaeral
Washy Martin Keogan mu_ucra’:‘lltllvm}, av,

Proseed on all sides the reglmonts uuder Cojonem |

| Mr. w:ﬂ:':‘bmm Gaseen, Colupal

. Wih, ex-Masg |

1 1o bo taken by one of the light-Ningered
geotry. A woman namcd Katarina Schmidt was ar-
ragied Jor pieking the pooket of a Mra. Muachler
Calonel Louis C. Gosson feil off his horse on the PPon-
uwinglon road daring the sham fAight. He was broised
slightly by the fil. - The horss ran over two boys.

THE RBAL BATTLE.

Trexrvon, Deo, 28, 1778,
We have gnined & glorious vietory. Trenton is in
our hands# and Genernl Washiugton bas to-day won im-
perivbable laurols Our atiack complotely surprised
tho enemy. Wao looand the Measiana anprepared, and
no effective reaistance was oftercd Lo our ndvanco, and
the arma fell an by onchianimont from the bands of
our enemics, The wielory we have wen s hone the
lens glorions that on our side at lesst It has been al-
mont bloodless.  Only o few soldiers are reported
killed and a score or so wounded. We have captured
the whole garrison with the exception of some fagi-

tives, who In the conlusion succesded in moaking
good wheir escape.  Nine bundred apd  forty-mx !.

prisoncrs, 1,200 stand of ariue, six brase fleldpieoes | pow jie and well be may,
aud all \bo wandards ol she Hessan brigade mlmaumt

fallen into our hands The enthusinem among the
soldiers 8 gobuunded. The Commuader-in-Chiel ipoks
radiant.  He freely expresses the belief that the woral
effect of to«duy’s victory wili bring crowds of recruits
to the army nnd restore hope and confidence o toe
breasts of all patriows.  The tories of thie town weal
vory long faeos, and mamy of thom have suddeniv de
veloped a wondertul nmnount af affecilon and enthuslasme
for tha cause of Indepeodence. Weo are 1 luo good
hamor to-day 0 quarrel with any ope, apd we foel

| something like sympathy lor even shese recreant

Amerieans. The Hoessling sre terribly ecast down by

their defeas, and they bave some reasoun, foruhoy

made avery poor fight  Thetr Commander, Colonel

Rabl, is wounded badly. He will pot recover.
TREARDN,

It seoms that some traltor in our eamp gave infor-
mutton of the intended movemen: Lo the enemy, bus
Ranl would not believe that Washington would at-
wempt to garry out his purpose in such woather. Ha
wi g unpleasuntly convinend of bis vrror Las morning,

romewhat

Tt late. The discovery of (reason
in agr  own - eatup ling sgmewhat  moditied
our ruthusiasm, It {8 particularly serions, beonnse
Genornl Washingion's intention o stinck Treuton

wag oply Known to a small pumber of the highest ol

eers i the army, and gome one of themnm must be the

traitor. Whoever be w Genoeral Washingion 8 re-
solved to seok him out and punish him.
HTORY OF THRE BATTLE.

It wiig three o'nlock belore the last of the troops had

arossed the Delaware this worning. sud another bour

was odiupled in perfecting tbe finnl organization, The
first division, commanded by General Greene, was
divided 1nto three brigades, under the command of

Goperals =tieling, Mercer aupd sStevens; tho second
divieton, commanded by Ganeral Sullivan, was divided
ity two brigndes, under the orders ol Generals St
Clatr and Glover.

THE MARCHL
We hegan our march abeut four A, M, 1n the midst
of & fearful stonm of seet and spow, whieh beat

directly i gur faces. 8o greal was the eold thal
even the exertion of marching was pot sal
fieient  to  keep np  the naturnl  eirculation,
for the cutting northeast wind  soarched oul
every reot in our rogged gorments, and thoy were pume-
trless,  Most ol the men had only au excuse forshoos

and some none at ail; bul, nevertheless, they plodded

| wlong the slippery road with o dogged cournge thut was

truly sdmiracle,  The advance was made in one eol-
oy over  stoep hills watil  the Trenton rond woa
reached, which runs tor some throe miles throngh low
hitls and torests of bickory. maple, black cak and ash,
At Birminghom the two divisions separated, General
sullivan coutinwiug to mareh alung the river road,
while Washingion possed into the Pennigton pike.
NEAGLATION,

From this point the roml runs over i comparatively
level plain, broken by long swells with a heavy tringe
of trees borderipg the llelds, There was oot the
shightest stgn of lile; even the form houses; seattoreg
widely aport, iooked &= though thoy had been desorted,
The storm had driven every liviog thing to soek shol-
ter.  Even with daylight there came no gign ot 1ife,
On  every side  expanded a  wvast  rboet ot
white spnow, dotted hers nnd there with  farm
bhouses, the dull white of tho fhelds broken hero
and there by patches of leafless trees, whose bare
hranches  and  Dlesched boughs | wore  horribly
Euggestive of death by wiarvation,

COLD STHEL RECOMMENDED,

When apprenctiing qulte close to the town an aide-
de-eamp rode up to Geneenl Washington with word
from General Sallivan that the arms and smmuaition
of bk soldiers Lod got wetted, General Washington
hateved quielly 1o thin report, and replied, with
marked firmnoess, “Then tell your General to use the

| bayonat, and penetrate into the town; lor the towa
| nusk be aken, and T am resolved
Coway an which tis reply was given lelt no room to
! doubt the General’s meaning, and the alde de-camp
-; made husie Lo get back with L mossage,

to lake IL" Tue

. FATHIOTIE DEVOTION.

General Sullivan, having the shortest route, was
halied to sliow the two divisions to #irike simultano-
ously, and when tho aldo-de-camp gob back the soldiers
attentively Usteped o General Washington's roply, and
when they heard it those smong them who wera sup-
phied with bavenets 0xed them on their guns withont
wiiting ler any orders, thus dosiring to show thee
readiness to garry ont thelr Geoeral's wiskes under all
conditions, It was now vearly elght o'clock, nnd
broad daylight. Thoe #storm had elearsd off. yet there
was nothing to indicate that onr advance had peen dis-
coverod.

TUE FOOL'S PARADISE.

Nelther vidette nor patrol had been encountersd by
the scouts sent abiead to keep n lookout lor the enemy,
It wis ovigent that they guspected pothing apd wore
sougly shut up in their quarters, Httle dreaming of tha
unpleasant surprise in store lor thom. The attack
maille by Captain Anderson i che early part of tho
night no doubt threw them off' their guard, and, as the
piatrols sont out in pursiit ol the attacking parly haa
found no encmy, they congluded there wns no danger,
Even tshe night watoh of the Ynager rogiment
had boon withdrawn, as up to daylighi no evidencs
bad been discoverad of our presence, The (lvet glimpss
we caught of the enemy wis near the tollgate, on tho
Penningion road, where the sentry of the miyvanced
post was f0 nstonishod at the swiden appearavce of
the column that for a moment be hesituted Lo give the
alarm,

TILE ATTACK,

Whatever doubts be hna were suddoniy Set at rest,
and a mowment Jater General Greene's advance wad
vigorously driving the Hessfhn north pieket before it
The firing of our men was quickly auswered by the
hearty eering of =ullivan’s troops ag they rushed
on who enemies’ pioket pear the Masonlc lodge,
and the action soon became genoral. The ground
on the river slde  wad very [lavorable to sur-
prise, and Suihvan's soldiers were  able to  ap-
proach quite closs to the Hessin  ploket before
their presenco was discovered,  With o wild choer
they rusbed, with levelled bayooets, on the astonisbed
Germuns, The latter were so conplotely taken by sur-
prige that they had oo time 1o form lor resistance; so,
aler discharging a lew lil-areciod shots, they boat a
hina'y retroal Lo avold the bayouots ol ogr men, wno,
led on by toe gullent Stark, were resolved to do or die.
The sullen resslution of the pight had given place o
noaavagoe energy stnafar to that which Impels nmish.
g wolves 1o attuek their prey regnraless ol eonse.
quences,  Thoe right wing avd ceutre of the Con.
tnental rowy  wes  pow  engnged  and pushiong
the et advantage ¥igorously.  Sullivay's men werg
behaving splendidly, driving everytliing velore them.
A company of Yigers that came out (o support the
flying preket, terrified ab the fury ol the stwaock,
broke, alter a ghow of resisuauce, and fed (o the ut-
INOAL coniuson nerosd the Assanpink, closely pursaed
by =t Clair's  brigade, while :iul]lr.-ml with the
rematoder of his divigion, Kept atter tne kayphausen
rogimont Jown State strest and beyond Green street,
where the Hesslans ruiliod snd oflered a stubborn reo-
sistance,

THE MESSIANS  DEMORALIZED,

Waaliington pusbed forward so vigorously throngh
King and Qucon sireets, tho ehiel éiroets of the lown,
thal the Messions were swopt before his advanee,
uwltogether unable 1o form or wller any serious
resisinoen, Sullivan, in the meanwhile, pursued hia
advaotage and advonced by the river rond wio Second
#ireet, and by this wovewent eut Lo Hessians off fram
all retreat by the Assnnpink BHridge, Toe Hmlml,
quite deinoralized by the suddenucss and fury of the
nitack and acting whhout congert or orders, wore uo-
nble to oller an elfyctive resistance, but maintainoed a
Liewvy bat il-directed lire ou our troops.  ‘Their mala
forees hind not yet bevn engaged, aud bad there been a
cool and deetded man jo command ho could still bave
organized a degperate resisinuce,

A GALLANT FEAT,

At this  critieal moment a  small pariy
ol our men, uoder the command of Captains
Jamea Mouros and Wiliam  Washinglon, made

a determined charge on two fisldpieces which wore
standing in froat of Hahl's quorters, and succeedod in
dismountig them and so reodervd them oseless 1o

the enciny.  This gallant setion was performed with
#ight loss, though  both  otligers wore woundod, nok
seversly, however. * A moment Inter Forest apened on

tho two Hession regimonts with six guns at protty
close rauge,  Genernl Washingion hiusell directed
the fire of thiw battery, apd occupied & place in the
froot and oo the rignt ol our e, not more theg 300
yarde trom the euomy.
WASHINGTON IN DANGER

Tho bullots at this point came pretty thick, but for.
tunstely the slm ol the was very inailt
It 43 0 urvel how Gooeral Washington escaped, un ho
ullvred & conspicuous mark tor the encmy and the
bultews foll thiokly aronnd him, yet be reuisiped onine

| Jured, though bis horse was wouuded utder bim,

Rall's yndovision at this moment lost bim all hopoe of
escape, With the iwo regiments that remamed intack
he withdrew 1o an orehard vast of Lue lown, evidently
with the inteption of making an effort 1o turn she leld
wing ol Washington's urimy and gmno the road Lo
Princeton,
HANL PALLA

in order to eheck tuis movewent Hend’s regimeont
ol rillomen was thrown 1o lis froot and ope fire
with goou effect.  Hud Babl ot tois moment attacked
vigorously the thin line ol rnlomen who were
fug bim be might sul bave succeeded 1 oXirlenting
lus foroe und securing his relrest.  But the seoldiers
wore i roality boitor disposed to fight for the lown
than 1o elear n pnuul#u thraugh onr troops.  Fvee
sinee they bave arcived (o this couniry they have de-
vored themselves andostriously o puandering the
iuhabitants, and they are paturally anwilling 1o aban-
don the restits of tholr industry without & siro
They theretore persamdled Hehl 1o make apoiher
ellors to recover the town.  Thoy camme on boldiy
enough, but Suirling's and Mercer's brigudes met
themn with a fire o galling that (hey wavered, sod oup
troops, notioing their indecmon, charged down on
thew with a clieer and drove them cioar out ol the
town,  In this charge s bulles struck Habl in the bead
apd disabiod him, and tbe iwo rogimenis reliring in
disorder got so niixed up that all order and discipline
was  losl. During  this time  the  Conbinens
tal  wrtilery  maintained ®
tive fire down King stroet
movemout by Mercor's and  Stirling's  brigades
loreed tha regiments of falil and Lossberg Lo rotreas,
but the dank wovomant sxnonted early in the w by
Brovens' brigade nad out off all escape, and ng
themseives surrounded on all sides the two regiments
warrendored. The men of the Knyphausen regimaont
tared 0o better,  They lind beon assigued the d ot
protecting the lelt tlunk of the toree, m
ing themsuives cut of ullolﬁpt to lorce & passago
across bie Assanpluk Beidge, which had beon seised
upon carly in tho fght by General Stilivan’s division,
Lu this thoy wore unsnceessinl, Th Qgel sirove to
fora the rivaiol, bot tound 1 lmpnﬁb‘ then sure
rendered 10 Genoral Stirling on com ?m
thowr swords ood privat The action wag
wliort, snarp and decinive, and ¢ leas i than the
deseription,  Withi thircy-tive ntnatos of the bring
ot 1 first shob by Green's adyanes the Heeman foree
surrendered. This m & grons trinmph for vae o s,
apil cunpot ba inowsarod by the more mal

it has brought, 1t wili reapimase she ape
the patriows, and strike terror dizmay into the
hearis of the traltorous tories, When the surrendep

of i Hessiang was announeesd to the General he
nmnhy moved, snd the eareworn luok whieh
waorn during the past low daxs has complotely J

W Jooks to-day like & oan endowe! with g

for ibe sause of American

peared,




